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IN INSULAR POSSESSIONS. 



HAWAII. 

Examination of Rats and Mongoose. 



During the week ended June 6, 1914, 322 rats and mongoose were 
examined at Honolulu. No animal was found plague-infected. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
Plague—Manila. 

Surg. Heiser, chief quarantine officer and director of health for 
the Philippine Islands, reports: During the week ended May 23, 1914, 
one case of plague with one death was notified at Manila. 

Plague on Vessels — An Unusual Case. 

During the period under report three vessels arrived at the Philip- 
pine Islands with plague on board, and upon one of them an unusual 
type of the disease was discovered. The steamship Taisang left 
Amoy May 14-, 1914, and arrived at Manila May 17. It was upon this 
vessel that an anomalous case occurred. 

The quarantine inspection upon arrival at Manila was finished at 
approximately 9 a. m. It consisted of a careful physical examination 
of all persons on board, and included the use of the thermometer. 
No elevated temperatures were found . The immigration examination 
was concluded at noon, and all passengers were discharged without 
any suspicious illness having been noticed. After 2 p. m. the Chinese 
municipal physician of the bureau of health was advised that a person 
was violently ill in the Chinese section. It was found that he was one 
of the steerage passengers from the steamship Taisang that had landed 
that morning. He was immediately sent to the Chinese plague 
hospital where he died at 5 p. m., or three hours after he was first 
reported sick. At the autopsy an enlarged spleen, cloudy swelling of 
the liver, and an acute nephritis were found. This indicated that he 
had probably died of some acute infection, but it was not until the 
right psoas muscle was removed that a chain of enlarged lymph glands 
was| found. Briefly, there were no enlarged glands in any other 
portion of the body, and if it had not been for the removal of the psoas 
muscle it would have been difficult to assign a satisfactory cause of 
death from the microscopical examination of the body. Smears made 
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from the spleen, however, showed bipolar-staining organisms. Inocu- 
lations made into a guinea pig from material taken from the psoas 
glands produced a typical case of plague. 

The next case occurred on the steamship Rubi, which sailed from 
Hongkong May 12 and arrived on May 15 at Manila, where all on board 
passed an examination similar to that made of the passengers of the 
Taisang. The vessel arrived at Iloilo on May 19 and at Cebu at 2 
p. m. on May 20. On the afternoon of the latter date at about 4.30 
o'clock the captain reported to the quarantine officer that a Chinese 
member of the crew was ill. Upon inquiry it was learned that he had 
been f eeling badly for several days, and upon examination he was found 
to have a large plague bubo in the right groin. The case was removed 
to the quarantine station hospital at Cebu. 

The third case occurred in a cabin passenger on board the steamship 
Linan that sailed from Amoy May 20 and arrived at Manila May 23. 
At the quarantine inspection at Manila a male Chinese, aged 19, was 
found with a temperature of 40° C. He was removed to the San 
Lazaro plague hospital at 12.50 p. m. and died at 7.30 p. m. the same 
day. The autopsy showed a typical case of plague. 

The foregoing cases all occurred within the incubation period of the 
disease, and as no rats suspicious of plague were found on any of the 
vessels, it would appear almost certain that the disease was contracted 
prior to embarkation. After the usual fumigation and disinfection, as 
prescribed by the regulations, were carried out the vessels were per- 
mitted to leave the Philippine Islands for a foreign port without 
undergoing further quarantine detention. 

PORTO RICO. 
Examination of Rodents and Mongoose. 

During the three weeks ended June 19, 1914, 1,634 rats, 517 mice, 
and 2 mongoose were examined in Porto Rico. No animal was found 

to be plague infected. 



